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OME considerations on Divine Providence in human 

events: 

My dear children of the whole Catholic Church, your 
thoughts on this Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul turn with affection to Rome in terms of the tri- 
umphal hymn, “O Happy Rome! Who in the Martyr 
Prince’s blood, a twofold stream, art washed and doubly 
sanctified.” 

But the happiness of Rome, which is a happiness of 
blood and faith, is your happiness, too; for the Faith of 
Rome, sealed here with the blood of the Princes of the 
Apostles on the right and on the left bank of the Tiber, 
is the Faith that was preached to you; it is the Faith 
that will be preached to the whole world. You are exult- 
ant at tne thought of greeting Rome because you feel, 
within you, the thrill of the all-embracing Romanism of 
your Faith. 

Nineteen centuries ago, the Rome of the Caesars was 
baptized in the blood of the first Vicar of Christ and of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles and was named the Rome of 
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Christ. It was to be an enduring token of the indefectible 
supremacy of the Church’s sacred authority, a token of 
the infallible teaching of her Faith. In that blood were 
written the first pages of a grand new story of the sacred 
battles and victories of Rome. 


Tue Fiercest MoMENT 


Have you ever asked yourselves what must have been 
the thoughts, the fears of the little handful of Christians 
scattered over the great pagan city when, having given 
hasty burial to the bodies of the two great martyrs—the 
one at the foot of the Vatican Hill and the other on the 
road to Ostia—they gathered, for the most part in the 
tenements of slaves or poor tradesmen, but some few in 
their wealthy homes, and felt the sense of loneliness 
almost of orphans at the disappearance of the two su- 
preme Apostles? 

It was the fiercest moment in the tempest that shortly 
before the cruelty of Nero had let loose upon the infant 
Church. Before eyes still rose the horrible vision of 
human torches glowing by night in the gardens of Caesar, 
of the quivering, torn bodies in the arenas and in the 
streets. It seemed then that implacable cruelty had tri- 
umphed, striking at and overturning the two pillars 
whose presence alone had sustained the faith and the 
courage of the little Christian groups. In that sunset of 
blood, how their hearts must have felt the distress of 
sorrow as they found themselves now without the com- 
fort and the company of those two strong spokesmen, 
abandoned to the brutality of a Nero and the dreadful 
power of Roman imperial greatness. 


Quotes LETTER OF APOSTLE 


But against the steel and physical force of the tyrant 
and of his servants they had received the spirit of faith 
and of love, stronger than torments or death. We secm 
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to see the aged Linus at the reunion which followed in 
the midst of the desolate community, Linus who was the 
first to be called to take the place of the departed Peter, 
take into his hands that trembled with emotion the letter 
already sent by the Apostle to the Faithful of Asia Minor 
and read over slowly the words of blessing, of trust, of 
comfort: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His great mercy has begotten 
us again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ... . 
Over this you rejoice; though now for a little while, if 
need be, you are made sorrowful by various trials. .. . 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God .. . cast all your anxiety upon him, because he 
cares for you. . . . The God of all grace, who has called 
us unto His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself, 
after we have suffered a little while, perfect, strengthen 
and establish us.” (I Peter, i, 3-6; v, 6-10.) 

We too, beloved children, who by an inscrutable design 
of God have received in succession to Peter, to Linus 
and to a hundred other saintly Pontiffs the mission to 
comfort and confirm Our brethren in Jesus Christ (Luke 
xxii, 32) ; We, like you, feel Our heart grow faint at the 
thought of the tempest of evil, of suffering and of anguish 
that now rages over the world. 


Notes ComMFortiING SIGHTS 


There are not lacking, it is true, in the darkness of the 
storm, comforting sights which dilate our hearts with 
great and holy expectations; courage in defense of the 
fundamentals of Christian civilization and confident 
hope in their triumph; the most intrepid patriotism; 
heroic acts of virtue; chosen souls ready for every 
sacrifice; whole-hearted self-surrender; widespread re- 
awakening of faith and of piety. 

But, on the other hand, sin and evil penetrate the lives 
of individuals, the sacred shrine of the family, the social 
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organism. No longer merely tolerated through weakness 
or impotence, sin is excused, exalted, and enters as 
master into the most diverse phases of human life. There 
is a decadence of the spirit of justice and charity; peo- 
ples are overthrown or have fallen into an abyss of dis- 
asters; human bodies are torn by bombs or by machine- 
gun fire; wounded and sick fill hospitals and come out 
often with their health ruined, their limbs mutilated, 
invalids for the rest of their lives. Prisoners are far 
from those dear to them and often without news of them; 
individuals and families are deported, transported, sep- 
arated, torn from their homes, wandering in misery 
without support, without means of earning their daily 
bread. 

All these evils affect not only the fighters but weigh on 
the whole population, old men, women and children; the 
most innocent, the most peace-loving, those bereft of all 
defense. Blockades and counter-blockades aggravate 
almost everywhere the difficulty of getting supplies of 
foodstuffs so that already, here and there, famine with 
all its horrors makes its presence felt. Added to this is 
the indescribable suffering, pain and persecution which 
so many of our dear sons and daughters—priests, Reli- 
gious, lay folk—in some places endure for the name of 
Christ because of their religion, because of their fidelity 
to the Church; because of their sacred ministry, pains 
and bitterness which anxiety for those that suffer does 
not permit Us to reveal in all their sad and moving 
details. 


TERRIBLE SUGGESTION OF Doust 


Before such an accumulation of evils, of obstacles to 
virtue, of disasters, of trials of every kind, it seems that 
man’s mind and judgment go astray and become con- 
fused, and perhaps in the heart of more than one of you 
has arisen the terrible suggestion of doubt which per- 
chance at the death of the two Apostles was a disturbing 
temptation for some of the less staunch Christians: How 
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can God permit all this? Can an omnipotent God, infi- 
nitely wise and infinitely good, possibly allow so many 
evils which He might so easily prevent? And there 
arise to the lips the words of Peter, still imperfect when 
the Passion was foretold: “Far be it from Thee, 
O Lord” (Matthew xvi, 22). 

No, my God—they think—neither Your wisdom nor 
Your goodness nor Your honor itself can allow that evil 
and violence dominate to such an extent over the world, 
to deride You and triumph by Your silence. Where is 
Your power and providence? Must we then doubt 
either Your Divine government or Your love for us? 

“Thou dost not mind the things of God, but those of 
men” (Matthew xvi, 23), said Christ to Peter, just as He 
had made the prophet Isaias say to the people of Judah: 
“My thoughts are not your thoughts; nor your ways my 
ways” (Isaias lv, 8). 


As CHILDREN BeEForeE Gop 


All men are as children before God; all, even the most 
profound thinkers and the most experienced leaders of 
peoples. They judge events with the foreshortened 
vision of time, which passes and flies past irreparably; 
God on the other hand, sees events from on high from 
the unmoved center of eternity. They have before their 
eyes the limited view of a few years; God has before 
Him the all-embracing panorama of the ages. 

They think of human events in relation to their proxi- 
mate causes and immediate effects; God sees them in 
their remote causes and judges them in their remote 
effects. They stop to single out this or that particular 
responsible hand; God sees a whole hidden complicated 
convergence of responsibilities because his exalted prov- 
idence does not exclude the free choice of evil and good 
in human selection. They would have immediate justice 
and are scandalized at the ephemeral power of the ene- 
mies of God, the sufferings and humiliations of the inno- 
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cent permitted by God; but our Heavenly Father, who 
in the light of His eternity, embraces, penetrates and 
dominates the vicissitudes of time as much as the serene 
peace of the endless ages, God who is the Blessed Tri- 
nity, full of compassion for the weaknesses, ignorance 
and impatience of men but who loves men too much 
for their faults to turn Him from the ways of His wis- 
dom and love, continues and will continue to make His 
sun to rise on the good and the evil, and sends rain on 
the just and the unjust (Matthew v, 45), to guide their 
childlike steps with firmness and kindness if only they 
will let themselves be led by Him and have trust in the 
power and the wisdom of His love for them. 


MEANING OF TRUST IN Gop 


What does it mean to trust in God? 

Trust in God means the abandonment of oneself, with 
all the force of the will sustained by grace and love, in 
spite of all the doubts suggested by appearances to the 
contrary, to the wisdom, the infinite love of God. It 
means believing that nothing in this world escapes His 
providence, whether in the universal or in the particular 
order; that nothing great or small happens which is not 
foreseen, wished or permitted, directed always by provi- 
dence to its exalted ends, which to this world are always 
inspired by love for men. 

It means believing that God can permit at times here 
below for some time pre-eminence of atheism and of 
impiety, the lamentable obscuring of a sense of justice, 
the violation of law, the tormenting of innocent, peaceful, 
undefended, helpless men. It means believing that God 
at times thus lets trials befall individuals and peoples, 
trials of which the malice of men is the instrument in a 
design of justice directed toward the punishment of sin, 
toward purifying persons and peoples through the expia- 
tions of this present life and bringing them back by this 
way to Himself; but it means believing at the same time 
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that this justice always remains here below the justice 
of a Father inspired and dominated by love. 


Hour or Gop Witt Come 


However cruel may seem the hand of the Divine Sur- 
geon when He cuts with the lancet into the live flesh, it 
is always an active love that guides and drives it in, and 
only the good of men and peoples makes Him interfere 
to cause such sorrow. It means believing finally that the 
fierce intensity of the trial, like the triumph of evil, will 
endure even here below only for a fixed time and not 
longer; that the hour of God will come, the hour of 
mercy, the hour of holy rejoicing, the hour of the new 
canticle of liberation, the hour of exultation and of joy 
(Psalm 95), the hour in which, after having let the hur- 
ricane loose for a moment on humanity, the all-powerful 
Hand of the Heavenly Father with an imperceptible 
motion will detain it and disperse it and, by ways little 
known to the mind or to the hopes of men, justice, calm 
and peace will be restored to the nations. 

We know well that the most serious difficulty for those 
who have not a correct sense of the Divine comes from 
seeing so many innocent victims involved in suffering 
by the same tempest which overwhelms sinners. Men 
never remain indifferent when the hurricane which tears 
up the great trees also cuts down the lowly little flowers 
which opened at their feet only to lavish the grace of 
their beauty and fragrance on the air around them. And 
yet these flowers and their perfumes are the work of 
God and of His wonderful designing! If He has allowed 
any of these flowers to be swept away in the storm, can 
He not, do you think, have assigned a goal unseen by 
the human eye for the sacrifice of that most unoffending 
creature in the general arrangement of the law by which 
He prevails over and governs nature? How much more, 
then, will His omnipotence and love direct the lot of pure 
and innocent human beings to good! 
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DrIvEN To JUDGE AS EvIL 


Through the languishing of faith in men’s hearts, 
through the pleasure-seeking that molds and captivates 
their lives, men are driven to judge as evil, and as un- 
mixed evil, all the physical mishaps of this earth. They 
have forgotten that suffering stands at the threshold of 
life as the way that leads to the smiles of the cradle; 
they have forgotten that it is more often than not the 
shadow of the Cross of Calvary thrown on the path of 
the Resurrection; they have forgotten that the cross is 
frequently a gift of God, a gift which is needed in order 
to offer to the Divine Justice our share of expiation; 
they have forgotten that the only real evil is the sin that 
offends God; they have forgotten what the Apostle says: 
“The sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory to come that will be revealed in 
us” (Romans viii, 18), that we ought to look on “the 
author and finisher of faith, Jesus, who for the joy set 
before him, endured a cross” (Hebrews xii, 2). 

To Christ crucified on Golgotha, the virtue and wis- 
dom which draws the whole world to itself, they turned 
their gaze amidst the immense tribulations bound up 
with the spread of the Gospel, those two Princes of the 
Apostles who in life were nailed to the Cross with 
Christ, and died, Peter crucified, Paul bending his neck 
to the headsman’s sword, as leaders, teachers and wit- 
nesses to the fact that in the Cross is comfort and salva- 
tion and that there is no living in the love of Christ with- 
out suffering. To that Cross which illumines the way, 
the truth and the life, the Roman protomartyrs and the 
first Christians looked in the hour of suffering and 
persecution. 


You Witt FIND THE STRENGTH 


Do you, too, dear children, look upon your sufferings 
thus; and you will find the strength not merely to accept 
them with resignation but to love them, to glory in them 
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as the Apostles and Saints. Our fathers and elder 
brothers, who were formed of the same flesh as you and 
had the same power of suffering, loved them and glori- 
fied in them. Look on your sufferings and difficulties 
in the light of the sufferings of the Crucified, in the light 
of the sufferings of the Blessed Virgin, the most inno- 
cent of creatures and the most intimate sharer in the 
Passion of Our Lord, and you will be able to under- 
stand that to be like the Exemplar, the Son of God, King 
of Sufferings, is the noblest and safest way to Heaven 
and victory. Do not look merely at the thorns which 
afflict you and cause you pain but think also of the merit 
which sprouts from your sufferings like the rose of 
heavenly garland; and you will find then, with the grace 
of God, the courage and strength of that Christian hero- 
ism which is at once sacrifice and victory, and peace 
surpassing all sense; heroism which your Faith has the 
right to exact from you. 

“Finally,” (to repeat in the words of Saint Peter), “be 
all like-minded, compassionate, lovers of the brethren, 
merciful, humble; not rendering evil for evil, or abuse 
for abuse, but contrariwise, blessing: . .. that in all 
things God may be honored through Jesus Christ, to 
whom are the glory and the dominion forever” (I Peter 
iii, 8; iv, 11). 


IMPARTS BLESSING 


But, if the sublime heights of Christianity cause Our 
thoughts to be thus exalted, We feel too in the depth of 
Our heart how the desire of all Our children coincides 
with Ours asking God that in so grave an hour in history 
the virtue of all be equal to their faith. 

Our thoughts go especially to thee O Rome, our native 
city in a double sense, the object of eternal counsel, 
accustomed to bear with such noble sense of duty the 
greater burdens in the life of the Church. To thee before 
all goes our blessing, for we know that thou wilt not, in 
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this hour, in thy serene strength and exercise of good, 
deny the Faith which has made thee mistress of the 
world and majestic to the nations where Christian cul- 
ture obtains. 

Together with thee We bless the whole Italian people, 
which in the privilege of possessing the center of unity 
of the Church presents the manifest signs of a God-given 
mission and which in the monuments of its checkered 
but glorious story throughout the centuries shows forth 
unbroken its Catholic traditions. 

To the whole world, finally, wherever We have chil- 
dren, all equally dear to us, we extend Our blessing, 
while Our heart trembles within Us as We think of 
those people who suffer more from the present disas- 
trous calamities which have already filled the earth 
with such conflicts and such mourning. Nor would We 
exclude from Our prayer and good wishes those who as 
yet are far from the bosom of the Church, that they may 
feel her insistent invitation to return and that they too 
may seek in her salvation and peace. 

In this way We present all to Jesus Christ the Re- 
deemer of all. And in His name, with the authority of 
the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, whose martyrdom 
and triumph we celebrate, We impart to all, from the 
depths of Our heart the Apostolic benediction. 


+ t 


Those who think that Popes, Cardinals and Bishops are too patri- 
otic in their public utterances, will find profit in the words addressed 
by Pope Innocent IV. (1246) to the Sicilians, upbraiding them for 
their acquiescence in tyranny. 

“The whole world is hearing of your trials; but many are sur- 
prised that under such tyrannical oppression and amid such havoc 
of life and property, you should have neglected to gather in Council, 
as this would at least give you, as it gives to other nations, some 
fragments of liberty . . . The Holy See can only excuse you on 
grounds of fear . . . Watch then every opportunity to release your 
necks from chains of slavery and see your University flourish again 
in the joys of freedom and comfort. Reprinted from Hoty Roop ets. 
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Address to the Eucharistic 
Congress 


Pore Prius XII 


Complete text of the address delivered by His Holiness to the Ninth 
National Eucharistic Congress of Catholics in the United States meet- 
ing in St. Paul and Minneapolis, June 26, 1941. N.C.W.C. News 
Service. 

ENERABLE brothers and dearly beloved children, 

as We send Our voice across the great expanse of 
sea and land to join in your prayer of adoration and 
thanksgiving Our soul is stirred by the memory of 
those inspired words of the New Testament prophet, 
“Great and marvelous are thy works, O Lord, God 
Almighty . . . who will not fear thee, O Lord, and 
magnify thy nameP” (Apocalypse xv:3). 

Wonderful, indeed, is this universe come from the 
omnipotent love of the Creator; wonderful. are its ele- 
ments which allow God’s human creatures to mingle 
their voices in glorifying Him despite the apparent 
barrier of time and space. 

You have come, venerable.brothers and dear children, 
from North and South, from East and West of the vast 
United States, from Canada, from Mexico and from the 
islands of the Caribbeans. Our beloved son, the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, has presided over your 
gatherings in Our name, and as Our Legate has brought 
Us, as it were, visibly present among you. 


Recatts His Visit 


You have knelt in fervent prayer before the tabernacle 
of your hidden God; you have raised your eyes and 
bowed your heads in adoration before the Sacred Host 
exposed in the priceless monstrance. But you know that 
the bread and wine of our Sacrifice of the New Law 
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has not been transubstantiated into the Body and Blood 
of Christ to find a resting place in tabernacle or lunette. 

Every host that is consecrated finds at last its way into 
the breast of man. During these days Our thoughts have 
taken frequent flight to your Twin Cities on the upper 
reaches of the Mississippi River, father of streams. 
There We had once the pleasure of visiting Our vener- 
able brother, your devoted Archbishop. We seem to see 
in vision thousands, yes tens of thousands, of Our dear 
children reverently, fervently receiving from the con- 
secrated hands of God’s priests the Body and Blood of 
their Lord and Master, their God and Redeemer. 

The nations of the world are there; there are no people 
of Europe but has children of its own blood there 
among you: Asia, Africa, Australia. We see Our dear 
Negro children and Our dear Indians are there. All are 
partaking of the one Victim of Golgotha, all entering 
into union with the Godhead through Christ Jesus, Who 
then abides in them through His holy spirit. 


SACRAMENT OF LOVE 


O Sacrament of tender love! O sign of unity! O bond 
of charity! exclaimed Saint Augustine, and the zealous 
Apostle of the Gentiles, whose honored name your city 
has borne for just 100 years, has taught a divinely 
inspired truth in these words: “Because the bread is one, 
we though many, are one body, all of us who partake of 
the one bread.” (I Corinthians, x, 17). 

“For what gives the bread?” asked Saint John 
Chrysostom. “The body of Christ. And what do they 
become who partake of thisP The body Christ; not 
many bodies, but one body. ... There is not one body for 
thee, and another for thy neighbor to be nourished by, 
but the very same for all.” 

Yes, the Sacrament of our altars is a source of union 
which transcends all the accidents of history, all the 
diversifying traits and peculiarities, which have divided 
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our scattered human family into different groups. It 
reconsecrates, it elevates, it sanctifies that union which 
our common nature and our universal destiny proclaims. 
It purifies that love which every human heart should 
cherish for all his fellow men—that love which quickens 
our zeal to come to the defense of spiritual and moral 
rights of our fellow man—it deepens that love and 
steadies it, so that no withering blast may make it droop 
and die. 

It is Saint Augustine who has expressed the sublime 
and awful truth so tersely, when writing of the Blessed 
Sacrament. “If you have received worthily, you are what 
you have received.” 


TRANSFORMED INTO CHRIST 


Saint Thomas, following him, tells us that we are trans- 
formed into Christ, and, venerable brothers and dearly 
beloved children, it is a Victim we have received; it 
is into a victim we are changed. Well may you ask what 
elements of victimhood are to be found in your lives. 
And it was eminently fitting that you should have pro- 
posed as a subject to be discussed in the youth section 
of your congress: 

“Christ’s sacrifice and the importance of personal 
sacrifice.” Sacrifice, especially self-sacrifice, is an essen- 
tial element in the life of a victim. 

Early explorers record in their relations their utter 
amazement at the mighty current that sweeps down the 
Mississippi River. There is a stronger current of black 
paganism sweeping over peoples today, carrying along in 
its onward rush newspapers, magazines, moving pictures, 
breaking down the barriers of self-respect and decency, 
undermining the foundations of Christian culture and 
education. 

Only a young man and woman of self-sacrifice—We 
were almost going to add, heroic self-sacrifice—will 
escape the flood. 
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You live in a country where the tradition of human 
freedom allows you to practise your Faith without let or 
hindrance. Your chief enemy is within you — that 
natural drag of our fallen humanity to self-seeking and 
sin. 


PERSECUTION OF TODAY 


Self-sacrifice must combat it. Your parishes multiply, 
your schools and colleges and universities are thronged, 
your youths’ associations flourish, your organizations of 
social and civic service are reinforcing those bulwarks of 
morality and religion, without which no nation can aspire 
to prosperity and peace. 

But you must not forget that you belong to a church 
whose Founder and Head was scourged, marked and 
crucified (Matthew xx:19), and that His Body, which is 
the Church, as it has always suffered persecution, so it is 
today being persecuted—persecuted in some of its mem- 
bers so artfully, that it is difficult to measure how far- 
reaching the effect may be. And—bitter tragedy of it all 
—loyal Catholic fathers and mothers with sorrow gnaw- 
ing at their hearts, must contemplate the danger, which 
every day looms more threatening, that their children 
and their children’s children may be deprived of their 
previous heritage of the Faith, which they had hoped 
to safeguard for them. 

In Our discourse of last Easter, as you will remember, 
Our paternal heart sent a special word of comfort and 
encouragement to those whose fidelity to Christ is fore- 
ing them to walk the sorrowful Way of the Cross. 


MEMBERS OF SAME Bopy 


These, venerable brothers and beloved children, are 
members of the same Body, Christ, as you. Through the 
Sacrament of our altars the same life-giving spirit has 
nourished their souls and yours. If they are asked to 
suffer for faith the physical pain and mental anguish of 
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Christ’s passion, have they not a special claim to the 
prayerful sympathy of Christ’s passion, have they not a 
special claim to the prayerful sympathy of Christ’s other 
members? “Who is weak, and I am not weak?” (II 
Corinthians, ii:29) was the cry of the Apostle’s heart of 
Saint Paul. It should find a clear echo in every truly 
Catholic heart, an echo which like the Apostle’s voice, 
is not broken against the narrow confines erected by man, 
but carries to every corner of the earth, where members 
of Christ’s Body are suffering and in need. 

This burning, unquenchable zeal to defend and to 
spread God’s kingdom on earth, which made Saint Paul’s 
soul so truly Christ-like, has run through all the sessions 
of the Congress, We are sure, and has been fanned to 
steadier, purer flame by your love of the Divine Victim 
of our Holy Sacrifice. Your lives will bear testimony 
to that zeal of an apostle. And may the heart of Jesus 
and the Most Blessed Sacrament be praised, adored and 
loved with grateful affection, at every moment, in all the 
tabernacles of the world. Even to the end of time. 

With this familiar prayer on Our lips, as a pledge of 
the Sacred Heart’s tenderest and overflowing love for 
all men, to those present, to all who have taken part in 
the Congress even though only in spirit, to all Our dear 
children of the United States and those countries repre- 
sented by their Bishops, with the deep affection of Our 
paternal heart We impart the Apostolic Benediction. 


- F 


A correspondent writes: “And why should I not gabble my 
Rosary, if I like to? I am a verbo-motorist, i.e., not one of those 
whose minds prompt their words, but one whose words prompt his 
mind. Unless I feel my lips running like an engine, I cannot think. 
And the Church is all in my favor, since we are told to meditate 
on the mysteries, whilst we recite the Rosary. And how can you 
meditate, unless you ignore irrelevant words? I would like to know.” 
Reprinted from Hoty Roop.ets. 








Reunion with the Vicar of Christ 


Most Rev. AMLETO GIOVANNI CICOGNANI, D.D. 


Address delivered by the Apostolic Delegate to the United States at 
a Mass in St. Nicholas’ Ukrainian Greek Catholic church on the 
closing day of the First Diocesan Eucharistic Congress of the Eastern 
Rites, Chicago, June 29, 1941. N.C.W.C. News Service. 


E have assisted today at the Sacred Liturgy in all 

the magnificence of the Paleoslavonic rite. Even 
those not of this rite and consequently unfamiliar with 
it, have nevertheless been absorbed in the religious at- 
mosphere pervading this artistic Church of St. Nicholas. 
Before this altar, as it were in the very presence of the 
Saints depicted on the ikonostasis, amid the pious and 
devout polyphonic harmony still echoing beyond the 
clustered windows and graceful Byzantine cupolas, and 
in the fervid piety of the entire liturgical drama, we have 
all fully realized that we are in the bosom of the one, 
holy and Catholic Church. This conviction has been 
impressed on us at once by the profession of true faith 
and by the Eucharistic mysteries. 


MarRKS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


The solemn profession of faith, the Credo of the 
Apostles, has resounded in this temple, just as Saint 
Peter bore witness to the Divine Master: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. xvi, 16), in a pro- 
fession of belief that down the ages has re-echoed 
throughout the world wherever the Gospel has been 
preached. These words were repeated in the Upper 
Room of Jerusalem, in the first Christian assemblies, in 
the catacombs, in the arenas of the martyrs, in the 
majestic Councils of Bishops, in churches and homes, at 
the conferring of Baptism and Confirmation, on every 
occasion that it seemed necessary, useful or consoling to 
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give testimony of one’s faith and to display publicly the 
badge of religious belief. 

“This is no other but the House of God, and the gate 
of Heaven” (Gen. xxvii, 17). We have felt the presence 
of Christ, truly living in the Eucharistic Mystery, and 
like the fortunate disciples of Emmaus, we have recog- 
nized Him “in the breaking of bread” (Luke, xxiv, 35). 
On hearing the beautiful prayers of the Anaphora of 
Saint John Chrysostom the heart of all of us “was burn- 
ing within us” (Luke xxiv, 12) and whether of Ruthenian 
or Latin rite, we have adored and prayed together. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, in October, 1940, 
when receiving the clergy of the three Byzantine epar- 
chies of Italy, said, among other things: “The funda- 
mental basis of all Christian life is always faith, without 
which there is no salvation. Whatever be the differences 
of rite, the flame of faith is one, which enlightens and 
guides all the members of the Church of Christ: ‘One 
Lord, one faith, one Baptism’ (Eph. iv, 5). Truth has 
not two countenances, even if it may have diverse gar- 
ments. There is not one truth for the Latin, and another 
for the Greek, but one only that which Jesus announced 
to the world and entrusted to His Church, ‘the pillar and 
mainstay of the truth’ (1 Tim. iii, 15).” This has been 
the constant language of the Sovereign Pontiffs, who 
have always proclaimed that diversity of rites, far from 
being an indication of divergence and division, is rather 
a magnificent evidence and confirmation of unity. 


Tue CuHuurcH Is ONE 


The mystic edifice of the Church founded by Christ 
for our salvation is extensive but still compact: “Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone” (Eph. ii, 20). 
While Christ is the invisible corner stone, the visible 
corner stone is Simon, son of John, called Peter (Mt. 
xxi, 17-19), who is therefore the Vicar of Christ on earth, 
ever living in his successors. This edifice extends over 
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the entire world, in virtue of that reproductive vital 
force which its Divine Founder placed in it. It is Catho- 
lic; therefore all-embracing and universal. 

Since the Church is Catholic, it is not partial. It does 
not belong to this nation or that. It is not Eastern or 
Western, but universal. Christ founded only one Church, 
and with words and figures, He unequivocally expressed 
and stressed its essential mark of unity. He called it the 
“Kingdom of God,” and who could imagine the Kingdom 
of Heaven as divided? He referred to it as a “City” 
whose keys and government are held by the Apostles 
under the jurisdiction of Peter; a “fold” in which the 
sheep are gathered under one shepherd (John x); a 
“tree” which spreads its branches over the whole world, 
and in whose shade the birds of the air find refuge and 
life (Mt. xiii, 31, 32). 

In similar terms the Apostles insisted on the essential 
notion of unity, calling it the “house of God” (I Tim. iii, 
15), the “net” which gathers every sort of fish (Mt. xiii, 
47), the “body” of which Christ is the head (Eph. i, 22, 
23). The pointed question of Saint Paul “Has Christ 
been divided up?” is itself enough to convince us of this 
unity (I Cor. i, 13). So too Jesus Christ implored the 
Divine Father to keep His Church strong and intact as 
are the Persons of the Blessed Trinity: “That all may 
be one, even as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee; that 
they also may be one in us; that the world may believe 
that thou has sent me” (John xvii, 21). 

Unfortunate and deadly human weaknesses have led 
to divisions, schisms, and springing up of other churches. 
Foreseeing such events, Our Lord insisted on identifying 
as the one true Church that in which must be found the 
work of all the Apostles and their successors, “built upon 
the foundation of the Apostles” (Eph. ii, 20), and that 
to which all peoples belong. “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations. ... Teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you” (Mt. xxviii, 19, 20). 
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INSPIRING TESTIMONY 


What significant and touching proofs of this solid unity 
have been given by the Orient; their fame, coming down 
to us through the centuries, still constitutes some of the 
most beautiful pages of the Church’s history, as for ex- 
ample, the difficult and trying journey of Saint Polycarp, 
the disciple of John the Apostle, who went from Smyrna 
to Rome to seek from Pope Anicetus the solution of a 
disputed question; the hand of Irenaeus of the second 
century pointing out the Church of Rome and the neces- 
sity of union with it to every other Church or diocese 
as we would say: the longing of Abercius, Bishop of 
Hierapolis, finally realized, to make a pilgrimage to 
Rome, the center of unity, and pay homage to the succes- 
sor of Saint Peter. 

After the lapse of so many centuries, it is hardly pos- 
sible to appreciate fully the beauty and meaning of these 
and numerous other episodes, inspired by profound faith 
and clear vision of the unity of the Church which took 
place in times of difficult and slow communication. Yet 
there existed then the greatest unity and communion 
among nations scattered in various parts of the world; 
“the multitude of the believers were of one heart and 
one soul” (Acts, iv, 32) ; they possessed the same Christ, 
the same Creed, union with the Sovereign Pontiff, the 
same organization, and a lively and loyal consciousness 
of all this, even to the point of bearing witness to it by 
martyrdom. In this regard we must recall your great 
Saint Josaphat Kuncevyc, Bishop of Polotsk, whose life 
was an ardent apostolate for unity; whose death was a 
glorious martyrdom for this cause; and whose memory 
has been for over three hundred years the seal and in- 
spiration for his people of the most cordial and sincere 
attachment to the Church. Pope Pius XI fittingly com- 
memorated the third centenary of his death with a 
solemn Encyclical Ecclesiam Dei, wherein he refers 
to him as the apostle and Martyr of unity. 
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Eucuarist Is Mark oF UNITY 


The Eucharist is the great “mark of unity.” Saint 
Augustine exclaims: ‘O Sacrament of piety, O mark of 
unity, O bond of charity!’ (xxvi in Joan. 13). The obla- 
tions on our altars aptly symbolize unity and peace. Once 
they were wheat scattered on the fields, and grapes in 
the vineyards. And that grain and fruit are united 
together. They were bread and wine, and through tran- 
substantiation they became the Divine “mystery of unity 
and peace.” 

In regard to the mystery of the Blessed Eucharist some 
dissidents of the East have fallen into the dogmatic error 
of holding that the transubstantiation of the bread and 
wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ takes 
place, not when the priest pronounces the words of 
Jesus, “This is My Body,” “This is My Blood,” but at 
the invocation of the Holy Ghost which follows, the so- 
called “Epiklesis.” The Catholic doctrine is clear. As 
proclaimed by the Ecumenical Council of Florence 
(1439), it was likewise restated in the Synods of the 
Ruthenians, according to the gospel account of the in- 
stitution of the Eucharist in the Cenacle, which offers no 
argument in support of the mentioned error. 

Excepting this heretical belief, we may thank God 
that even in the separated Eastern Churches, the Eu- 
charistic Sacrifice has never been forsaken. This Divine 
and exalted “bond of charity” in which we are one, 
makes us cherish fond and well grounded hopes of their 
reunion with the Bishop of Rome and the Vicar of Christ. 
The variety of the Catholic Eastern rites partakes beau- 
tifully in the dogmatic unity of the Church, like the 
varied colors in the solar spectrum. Quite appropriate 
to the Catholic Church are the words of the Psalm: 
“All the glory of the king’s daughter is within its golden 
borders, clothed round about with varieties” (Ps. xliv, 
14,15). We must consider too the vastness of the Catho- 
lic Church; it embraces the farthest corner of the earth. 
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It has lived for twenty centuries, and will live “all days, 
even unto the consummation of the world.” (Mt. 
xxviii, 20). 

More than four centuries before Christ, the Prophet 
Malachias foresaw the new Sacrifice; he envisioned it 
offered in every corner of the earth and at every hour 
of the day: “From the rising of the sun even to the 
going down, My name is great among the gentiles, and 
in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered in 
My name a clean oblation.” (Mal. i, 10,11). So it is, 
and in the Eucharistic Sacrifice these words are com- 
pletely verified. 

In an area that is the entire surface of the earth, in a 
spiritual communion that includes four hundred million 
Catholics, we may well expect to find variety; but it is 
a variety which, blending harmoniously, becomes beauty. 
Leavened or unleavened bread, Communion under one 
or both species, differences of tongue, liturgical action, 
or chant, do not detract from identity of faith. They are 
norms and disciplinary prescriptions, not dogma. As 
Pope Leo XIII in the Constitution Orientalium Dignitas 
(Nov. 30, 1894) declared: “The august antiquity by which 
the various rites are ennobled is an illustrious embellish- 
ment for the entire Church and affirms the Divine unity 
of the Catholic Faith.” 


ADVANTAGES, TEACHINGS OF ORIENTAL RITES 


What great advantages and loftly lessons are to be 
found in this magnificent and providential variety. It 
recalls the fervent beginnings of the Church, the forma- 
tion of the first Christian communities, then prevalently 
in Eastern surroundings. A bishop presided and con- 
ducted the prayers and the whole liturgy. Those begin- 
nings, of necessity different in form, were continued and 
developed, and became definitely associated with deter- 
mined groups of people. 

This variety recalls the historical distribution of 
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churches in Patriarchates. An imaginary line from 
Danzig down to Illyricum and the gulf of Gran Sirte 
separated the West, or the Patriarchate of the Bishop of 
Rome, from the East, where soon rose the Patriarchates 
of Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople and Jerusalem. 
It was not, however, a division. On the contrary, these 
Patriarchs, in union with Rome, recognized the primacy 
of jurisdiction of the successor of Saint Peter over the 
Catholic Church. And why should there not be some 
variety? There is difference of temperament, of men- 
tality, language, history and culture. In the East there 
is a more marked tendency to mysticism, and greater 
importance in worship is given to the social and cor- 
porate element, by assigning to the community a definite 
task of liturgical cooperation. 

And so we have the venerable Eastern rites: the 
Byzantine, with its many branches, (These branches of 
the Byzantine rite, improperly called the Greek rite, are: 
Albanian, Bulgarian, Georgian, Greek, Italo-Albanese, 
Melchite, Roumanian, Russian, Ruthenian. The Byzan- 
tine discipline was accepted by those peoples who came 
to Christianity through the efforts of Byzantine mis- 
sionaries, or who, in the course of centuries, turned to 
the religious leadership of Byzantium) among which 
are the Ruthenian; the Alexandrine (Coptic and 
Ethiopian); the Antiochene (Syrian, Syro-Maronite, 
Malankarese), Chaldean (pure Chaldean and Mala- 
baric) and Armenian. They are not only forms of litur- 
gical worship, but at the same time a combination of 
laws, traditions and usages regarding the respective hier- 
archical constitution, ecclesiastical government and 
discipline. 

Their anaphors, which we would call the Canon of 
the Mass, are devout, profound and moving, a collection 
of prayers from the souls of holy Apostles and Bishops, 
such as Basil and John Chrysostom, whose body sig- 
nificantly rests in the Vatican Basilica near the tomb of 
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Saint Peter. In these anaphoras there always stands out 
the mark of unity, the prayer for the Sovereign Pontiff 
which Benedict XIV in the Constitution Ex Quo 
Primum recalled in these memorable words: “It is 
enough for us to be able to affirm, that the commemor- 
ation of the Roman Pontiff in the Mass, and the prayers 
offered for him in the Sacrifice, are considered, and 
really are, a kind of declaration by which the same 
Pontiff is recognized as the head of the Church, the 
Vicar of Christ and the successor of Saint Peter, and 
by which a profession is made of the spirit and will 
firmly adhering to Catholic unity.” (Ex Quo Primum— 
March 1, 1756, N. 12). 

These Eastern rites recall to mind a great part of 
the history of the Church: the holy Doctors, and their 
learned and pious works and writings; the first eight 
Ecumenical Councils, celebrated before the schism of 
Photius, in the East, where the Creed of Nicea and 
of Constantinople resounded like a hymn of triumphant 
victory, over the condemned heresies. How many 
struggles for unity, they recall, what frequent persecu- 
tions and martyrdoms, what apostolic undertakings, like 
those of the brothers Cyril and Methodius, the heralds 
of the Slavonic liturgy, the providential and heroic 
leaders of their people. 

The Holy See has constantly desired that these Orien- 
tal rites be preserved entire in form and spirit. By wise 
laws she has determined and protected membership in 
this or that rite, granting transfer of rite only for weighty 
reasons. It is a duty of justice and of charity to recog- 
nize and love these Oriental rites, for the simple fact, 
that apart from other reasons, they embrace about eight 
million, and perhaps more, brother Catholics; towards 
whom, as towards “Those who are of the household of 
the faith” (Gal. vi, 10), extend the most intimate bonds 
of fraternal charity: “We are one body in Christ, but 
severally members one of another.” (Romans, xii, 5). 
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MEANS FoR OBTAINING UNION 


But the additional importance of these rites both for 
us and for Eastern Catholics is evident when we think 
that they are and will continue to be a providential 
means for the return of well over one hundred and sixty 
million Christians, separated from us today. Our firm 
hope lies in the words of the Good Shepherd, Jesus, Who 
has said: “Other sheep I have, that are not of this fold. 
Them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, 
and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” (John x, 
16). They belong to these rites, and on their return to 
the Catholic Church they will rejoice in finding them 
intact, loved and venerated. 

May it please Divine Providence to hasten the ardently 
desired union of our dissident brethren happily experi- 
enced to some degree in the Ecumenical Councils of 
Lyons (1274), and of Florence (1439), and later at Brest 
(1596), Uzhorod (1649), and Ungvar (1652). Such a 
development cannot take place nor be prepared without 
the greatest spiritual cooperation. For this reason the 
Sovereign Pontiff, Pope Pius XI addressed to all the 
Bishops of the world, on September 8, 1928, the Encycli- 
cal Rerum Orientalium, sanctioning these fundamental 
norms for Latins and Orientals: “to know each other 
better, and to love each other more”; “to study things 
Oriental,” the ancient, inexhaustible treasures of science 
and sanctity, and their modern setting. 

The Holy Father alluding to the dissident peoples of 
the East, stressed a very appealing motive, when he 
stated that: “So large a part of Divine Revelation has 
been most piously preserved among these people, and 
there flourishes among them a sincere allegiance to 
Christ our Lord and a special love and devotion for His 
Virgin Mother and the practise of the Sacraments them- 
selves.” Furthermore he recommended that there be 
chosen from every diocese at least a priest, who, after 
being well trained in Oriental learning, may be prepared 
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at the proper moment to give out this same knowledge 
to the students of the Seminary. 


RUTHENIANS IN NortTH AMERICA 


North America may be said to have a close bond with 
these rites, for they are all represented here. Among 
them all, however, the Ruthenian rite is the most promi- 
nent, since between the United States and Canada, it em- 
braces almost a million Catholics, in three eparchies or 
Ordinariates. It holds therefore the primacy among the 
various Oriental rites here as it does throughout the 
world by reason of its numbers. There are several hun- 
dred churches of the Ruthenian rite in about twenty of 
the States of the Nation. Not a few have their parochial 
schools, high schools, charitable institutions, convents. 
Hundreds of priests direct this salutary work, under the 
wise jurisdiction of the two Ordinaries, Bishop Boha- 
chevsky and Bishop Takach. 

We can readily understand how difficult it was to set 
up such an organization, and likewise to direct and con- 
tinue it, especially if we consider that many of the Faith- 
fu! are located at great distances from the religious cen- 
ter and from the churches, that the number of clergy 
and the means available are limited, and that the terri- 
tory extends throughout all of North America. The 
Holy See well knows and deeply appreciates the work 
accomplished through the generous and sincere coopera- 
tion of the clergy and people. Today we have together 
thanked God for His assistance and providential care of 
the Ruthenian people of this nation. 

To the Most Reverend Bishops of this rite, and in 
particular to His Excellency Bishop Bohachevsky, who 
conceived and promoted this Diocesan Eucharistic Con- 
gress, I extend, publicly, my felicitations and heartfelt 
wishes for ever-increasing success. On this happy oc- 
casion I know of no better message to address to the 
clergy than the ardent wish that they seek to know each 
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other better, even if they be of different rites: that they 
assist each other, not only doing everything possible to 
fulfil their duties of justice and charity, but exercising 
every kindness and courtesy for the greater good of 
souls, for the glory of God, and for the love of Holy 
Mother Church. 

While the world is torn by so many calamitous happen- 
ings, while nations are suffering amid the horrors of a 
cruel war, let us again in this Church of St. Nicholas 
lift up our souls to Jesus in the Most Blessed Eucharist, 
and in union with the Common Father, who incessantly 
invokes peace, justice and charity for all peoples, let us 
appeal to Divine Mercy in the venerable prayer of love 
and unity which the author of the Didake, during the 
persecutions of his time, formulated before the great 
Mystery: 

“We give thanks to Thee, Our Father ... As this 
bread was severed and scattered over the mountains, 
and gathered has become one, so may Thy Church be 
gathered from the ends of the earth into Thy Kingdom; 
for Thine is the glory and power through Jesus Christ 
for all ages .. . Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy Church, 
that Thou may free it from every evil and perfect it in 
Thy charity, and gather it sanctified, from the four winds 
into Thy Kingdom.” (Didake or Doctrina Duodecim 
A postolorum, from chapters [LX and X). 


Christian Radicalism 


Reprinted from ORATE FRATRES 


66 HE wealthy classes must be induced to assume 
those burdens without which human society cannot 
be saved nor they themselves remain secure... . It 


must be the special care of the State to create those ma- 
terial conditions of life without which an orderly society 
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cannot exist. . . . Christian charity avoids all semblance 
of demeaning paternalism and all ostentation . . . it won 
to Christ the poorest of the poor, the slaves. . . . On the 
one hand, we see thousands of needy, victims of real 
misery, for various reasons beyond their control... 3; 
on the other, so many round about them who spend huge 
sums of money on useless things and frivolous amuse- 
ment. ... Let no one attempt with trifling charitable 
donations to exempt himself from the great duties im- 
posed by justice. . . . Is it not deplorable that the right 
of private property defended by the Church should so 
often have been used as a weapon to defraud the work- 
ingman of his just salary and his social rightsP Some 

. while exteriorly faithful to the practise of their reli- 
gion, in the field of labor and industry, in the professions, 
trade and business, permit a deplorable cleavage in their 
conscience and live a life too little in conformity with 
clear principles of justice and Christian charity.” 

Each of these sentences is a blow at our smugness. A 
certain kind of Catholic may suspect me of quoting an 
adverse critic of the Church, a “pale pink” writer or one 
of those bad, bad Communists. Yet I am quoting from 
Pius XI! This “radicalism” is the teaching of the 
Church. The whole Encyclical from which I quote— 
Divini Redemptoris—ought to be read and read again. 
It is a long, stirring attack on hypocrisy and lies, on false 
pretence and distortion. 

Divini Redemptoris seems to me the most Christian 
and evangelical document of our age and the climax of 
the reign of that great Pope. It sounds like an eleventh- 
hour warning of the shepherd who feels his death ap- 
proaching, a résumé of all his admonitions and a last 
appeal of the father to all his children. When he con- 
demns Communism, he shows his understanding heart 
to the victims of this error. But what seems to break his 
heart as Christ’s vicar is the fact that he has put the 
responsibility for the existence of such an abominable 
thing as Communism and its diabolical tactics at the 
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very doorstep of his own children, those Christians who 
“permit a deplorable cleavage in their conscience.” 

Isn’t this another reply to Bishop Noll’s question: 
“What is wrong with our schools?” This cleavage of 
conscience! There we are at daily and Sunday Mass, 
professing to take part in Christ’s Sacrifice. The more 
liturgically minded we are the more we realize that this 
cult-mystery puts us into the presence of the work of 
Redemption, whose climax was Christ’s voluntary 
surrender to death. 

It ought to burn our hearts, as it burnt the great and 
generous heart of Christ’s great vicar, Pius XI, who had 
the spirit of the prophets and Apostles, that we ritually 
share in this supreme Sacrifice and yet in our lives 
belie it! 

Until we scrap all those readily accepted bogies of 
“American standard of life,” “necessary comforts,” and 
“keeping our social position’”—all at the expense of 
charity and justice—we shall never see clearly what can 
be done. There are a few Christians in our cities who 
laugh at all these false pretences and live the life of 
poverty and sacrifice to undo what we are doing. Some 
Catholics call them the “great Catholic unwashed” and 
“pinks.” What does Pius say? “To be sure of eternal 
life and to be able to help the poor effectively, it is 
imperative to return to a more moderate way of life, 
to renounce the joys, often sinful, which the world today 
holds out in such abundance, to forget self for love of the 
neighbor. There is a Divine regenerating force in this 
‘new precept’ (as Christ called it) of Christian charity 
(John xiii, 34). Its faithful observance will pour into 
the heart an inner peace which the world knows not and 
will finally cure the ills of humanity.” Go to the work- 
ingman, especially where he is poor, and in general, go 
to the poor.” 








Some Things New and Old 


ABSTINENCE 


Why are Catholics obliged to eat fish on Fridays and 
days of abstinence? What is the religious significance 
of this obligation? 


You are all wrong about it. Catholics are under no 
obligation whatsoever to eat either fish or anything else 
on Fridays and days of abstinence. On the contrary, 
they are obliged not to eat certain things, unless they 
have the permission of the Church. And the thing they 
are forbidden to eat is flesh meat. This is a ruling of the 
Church, and since it is imposed by the Church, it also 
can be dispensed by the Church. 

Here is an instance. Memorial Day and Independence 
Day fell in 1941 on Friday. But the Church dispensed 
Catholics in the United States from the law of abstinence 
on both these days. The law does not apply to Holy 
Days of obligation. When Christmas Day, for instance, 
falls on a Friday, the obligation of abstinence from flesh 
meat does not exist on that day for Catholics. 

The Friday abstinence from flesh is of very great 
antiquity, and it is mentioned in the writings of the early 
Christian writers as an act of mortification and devotion 
in honor of the Passion of Jesus Christ. The Lenten fast 
in the Early Church was of short duration; for the forty 
days of Lent probably did not become widely observed 
until the fourth century. 

In some aspects the rule of abstinence has been miti- 
gated by the Church. At one time not only the eating 
of flesh meat, but also the use of eggs, milk, butter, cheese 
and lard was forbidden. The religious significance of 
abstinence is not the mere abstaining from the use of 
flesh, but prayer added to fasting and abstinence. This 
was the principle laid down by Our Lord, see the Gospel 
of Saint Matthew, chapter 9, verse 20, also Mark, 
chapter 9, verse 28. 
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BrsLeE: THE Worp or Gop 


I see that the Catholic Biblical Association of America, 
under the patronage of the Hierarchy, is publishing a 
new English version of the Bible. Does that mean that 
the old Douay-Rheims version of the Bible is not the 
inspired Word of God, that it was erroneous? 








































No, it does not mean that at all. The inspired Word 
of God means those Sacred Scriptures that were written 
under the inspiration of the Divine Spirit. These in- 
spired writers wrote in Greek, Aramaic and Hebrew, 
and what they wrote was the inspired Scripture. This 
does not mean that the Holy Ghost dictated every word: 
what it means is that these original texts were written 
under Divine inspiration. 

All other versions of the Bible that have been pub- 
lished under the authority of the sole interpreter of 
Divine Revelation, that is, the Catholic Church, are the 
Word of God indeed, but at the same time they are 
versions of the inspired Word of God. 

The Latin Vulgate Bible, the Douay-Rheims Bible, the 
new American Bible, to name but three out of many, 
are the true Word of God, but versions of the inspired 
Word of God. 

The idea of making different versions of the Sacred 
Scripture is to make the Bible more easily understood 
by the Faithful. While the language of the original in- 
spired text of the Bible never changes, the language of 
vernacular versions changes with the changes in the 
meaning of words. For instance, in the inspired sacred 
text the Greek word idiotes means a private individual; 
but today idiot has quite a different meaning. 

So the idea of making new versions of the Bible is to 
bring the inspired sacred text more in conformity with 
the vernacular tongue of the day in which the revised 
version is published. Even in the Douay-Rheims version 
the meaning of some words has changed. In the Tudor 
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age the word prevent meant to go before: today it means 
to hinder. 

Hence it is easy to understand that modern versions 
of the Bible under the authority of its guardian, the 
Catholic Church, so far from implying that older ver- 
sions were defective, aim at bringing out the real mean- 
ing of those versions, and making them approximate 
more closely to the original inspired Word of God as it 
was given to us by the sacred writers. 


Pius XI AND THE SPANISH REPUBLICANS 


In a leaflet that was distributed some time ago by the 
American Students’ Union, it was stated that Pope Pius 
XI had donated $5,000 in aid to the Spanish Loyalists, 
so-called. How do you square that with the fact that 
Russian Communists were behind these alleged 
Loyalists? 


We do not attempt to square that with anything at all, 
because the charge is not true. The leaflet to which you 
refer based its statement on a dispatch from Rome that 
appeared in La Croix, the Catholic daily paper then 
published in Paris, in its issue of December 24, 1938. 

What that paper said, and we quote from the tele- 
gram sent from Vatican City to La Croix, was that the 
Holy Father had received in audience Bishop Mathieu, 
of Aire and Dax, who was then executive president of 
the National Committee of Welcome to the Basques. 
This committee was carrying on a charitable work 
among the child refugees, including those from Cata- 
lonia. 

Now at that audience the Pope thanked Bishop 
Mathieu, laying stress upon the help given to the Basque 
refugees in France, especially the refugee Basque 
Catholic priests. 

After Bishop Mathieu left the Vatican, Pius XI sent 
him what La Croix described as a truly regal Christmas 
offering for these numerous innocent victims. 
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If the American Students’ Union construed that as a 
donation to aid the Spanish Loyalists, then either the 
American students were abysmally ignorant of French, 
or else did not know what they were talking about. 


FINLAND’s MONASTERY 


Can you tell me if the Finnish Catholic monastery in 
the Arctic regions is still in existence? 


You are probably thinking about the monastery that 
was located at Petsamo, the northern Finnish port in 
the Arctic circle. It was not a Catholic monastery, but 
a religious house belonging to the dissident Russians, 
often called the Orthodox Russians. 

This monastery in Petsamo had an interesting history. 
About five hundred years ago it was founded by a 
Russian named Trifon. He is said to have murdered 
his wife, and then began the life of a wanderer, finally 
reaching far north at the mouth of the Petsamo river. 
There, so the legend goes, his murdered wife appeared 
to him, and urged him to do penance for his crime. 

At one time the monastery was invaded by pagans, 
the buildings burned to the ground, and all the monks 
massacred. But except for that one break in its con- 
tinuity, the monastic life went on at Petsamo for five 
hundred years. 

Early in 1940 there were only twenty monks left, 
all of them very old men. The monastic buildings were 
handed over to the Finnish Government, and the monks 
moved into a smaller building provided for them. 

A report said that Father Paissy, abbot of the Pet- 
samo monastery, was seized by the Russian invaders 
early in 1940, and was accused of various crimes 
against the Soviets. Nothing has ever been heard as to 
his fate, except that this aged religious refused to make 
what his captors called a “confession.” 
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